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Special Events 
Mark your calendar NOW and plan to at-
tend the following special events: 
 

 Introduction to Training (Seminars) 

           Sept 9, 15, Oct  6, 16, 24 

 CGC & S.T.A.R Puppy Evalua-
tions  Sept 11 (Sat) 2 PM 

 Dog Scouts Troop 171 

Troop Meeting —  Sept 19 (Sun) 4 PM 
                              Oct 17 (Sun) 4 PM 
                              Nov 21 (Sun) 4 PM 

Events 
    Dog Days @ Tractor Supply Booth 
                        — Aug 28 (Sat) 8-4  
    Art of Shaping Badge Practice 
                        — Aug 29 (Sun) 3 PM 
    Gallery Walk Painting Demo 
                        —  Sept 12 (Sun) 11-6 

 Pamper Your Pooch Day 

(Includes CGC and Dog Scout booth) 

Lower Allen Park, Sept 25 (Sat) 10-3 

 Redfern Retreat  
     Oct 9-10 (Sat-Sun) Details TBA 

 Redfern Open House (@ new 
facility)  Mid-October.  Details to be 

announced in Sept. 

 Halloween Party Halloween Party  
           — Sat Oct 30, 4 PM 

Redfern is On the Move! 

We’ve been looking for a Room-Stretcher for some time, and we finally 

found one. 

Effective October 1 Redfern will be located at 7540 Allentown Blvd, in 

space that is more than twice the size of our current facility.  That location 

is along Rt 22, across from Grumbine’s RV Sales, and is easily accessible 

from the East and West Shore plus the Hershey/Hummelstown area. 

(Get detailed location information at www.redferncanines.com/location2.html.)  

More information will be coming soon regarding an Open House in mid-October, and several new opportunities 

available in our larger space. 

Worth Repeating 
 

“I wonder if other dogs think poodles are members 
of a weird religious cult?”  

— Rita Rudner 

Puppy Watch 
 

Dora’s first litter was born June 9.  Nine little yellow and 
black balls of fur have grown 
like weeds and 8 of them have 
moved on to be with their 
adoptive families.  Maggie 
(shown at right) will hopefully 
grow to become the newest  in 
the proud line of Redfern 
moms.  You can follow this 
group’s journey from birth 
through adoption (including 
videos) at  
   www.redferncanines.com/june_2010_litter.html. 
 

No litters are planned through the end of the year.  
Check the website for updates. 

IMPROV — a Brand-New Dog Sport 
 

It’s not often a new dog sport is created, and Redfern is one of the first organizations in the country 
to offer training in this exciting event. 
 

Created by Dog Scouts of America it will officially launch in 2011 as the newest form of obedience 
competition.  “IMPROV” stands for Impromptu Multifarious Performance Requiring Obedience and 
Versatility.  In other words, creativity and FUN.  It is open to mixed breeds and provides the dog 
and handler the opportunity to creatively solve ways to perform 6 specific tasks.  One of the nifty 
aspects of IMPROV is that it encourages “Lateral Thinking” — the dog and handler team are en-
couraged to think of new and creative ways to accomplish the tasks.  There are TWO levels of 
competition — Novice and Standard, each with SIX exercises.   
 

The NOVICE exercises are: 
1. OBJECT TOUCH — The dog will make contact with 3 unusual objects or surfaces, willingly, 

on cue, on a loose 6’ or shorter leash without the handler touching the dog.. 
2. SEND DOG — Handler sends the dog away from the handler in any direction while handler 

stays in a designated area no larger than 3’ x 3’. 
3. THE GREAT DIVIDE — Two parallel lines at least 3’ apart are marked on the ground.  The 

dog and handler start on opposite sides of this marked gap,  The dog does as many cued 
behaviors (called out by the Judge) as possible in one minute, without crossing either line.   

4. RETRIEVE — Retrieve of 3 objects, chosen by the judge, which are thrown or placed 10-15’ 
away 

5. TAB “A” in SLOT “B” — Handler gets the dog to act in a way that may involve movement of 
an object, or the dog to/on/into/under/through something within 2 minutes.  This exercise in-
volves a great deal of imagination on the part of the handler as well as the Judge. 

6. USEFUL BEHAVIOR  — The dog should demonstrate a useful behavior, and the handler 
should be able to explain how they actually can use this behavior.  A small prop may be used.  
This is the only exercise for which the dog/handler can practice a behavior before the event.  

 
The STANDARD exercises (off lead) are: 
1. OBJECT TOUCH — Three novel objects are placed in the ring, approximately 30’ apart.  The 

handler has the dog heel from object to object, to make contact with each object.  Handler 
cannot touch the dog or the objects. 

2. SEND DOG — The handler will stand in a designated area and direct his dog to a spot at 
least 20’ away.  The handler can move closer, if necessary (for a point deduction).  The han-
dler may not touch the dog. 

3. “NOT-SO-STRAIGHT Recall” — Handler leaves dog and walks to a designated area (30-60’ 
away) and instructs the dog to do up to 10 different behaviors using hand signals or verbal 
cues. 

4. RETRIEVE — Dog must fetch three unusual objects from a distance of 20 feet. 
 continued on next page 
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Dog Scout Troop 171 
 

 
The Spring and Summer have 
been active times for Troop 
171.  Members have been in-
volved with a variety of hikes, 
Letterboxing trips, and a ser-
vice project to clean up an old 
cemetery at Boydôs Big Tree 

Preserve.  Weôve had swim parties to work on our 
Puppy Paddlers badge, and we have had training 
and checkout for the Travel Safety badge.   
 
Coming events include: 
 
Participation in Dog Days event at Tractor Supply 
(Route 22) on Saturday, Aug 28 from 8-4.  There 
will be a Dog Scout info table + a Rally Demonstra-
tion.  
 
Art of Shaping practice will be held to ñbrush upò 
on painting skills in preparation for the Gallery Walk 
demo.  Practice will be held at the training center on 
Sunday Aug 29 from 3-5 PM.   
 
Gallery Walk Demo will be held during the Harris-
burg Gallery Walk on Sunday Sept 12 from 11 to 6.  
Plan now to sign up for a few hours to show the art-
loving community what our pooches can do. 
 
IMPROV will be a major focus throughout the Fall 
and Winter.  (See separate article)  Weôll be having 
some training and practice at meetings, and Red-
fern will be offering a full training course to get eve-
ryone up to speed.  It is our hope to have some fun 
matches and eventually sponsor a sanctioned 
event.  This could prove to be the ñnext big thingò 
and take our training to a whole new level with our 
dogs. 
 
Some other yet-to-be-scheduled events will be our 
annual Bell-Ringing for the Salvation Army during 
the holidays, as well as some work on a few new 
badges.  Hope to see you at meetings as we plan 
for these events. 
 
Next meetings will be Sept 19, Oct 17 and Nov 21 
(all Sundays) at 4 PM.   
 
VISITORS ARE WELCOME at meetings.  Please 
note that in order to participate in other events it is 
necessary to join Dog Scouts of America. 

Worth Repeating 
 

“Ever consider what dogs must think of us?  I 
mean, here we come back from a grocery store 

with the most amazing haul — chicken, pork, half 
a cow.  They must think we’re the greatest hunters 

on earth!” 
— Anne Tyler (B. 1941) 

IMPORTANT NOTE about Entry -Level Classes  
All Entry -Level Classes (Puppy, Beginners and Manners) include participation in a 1 -

session "Introduction to Training Seminar" prior to the first class session .   The Intro-
ductory Seminar (for humans only -- no dogs necessary) is included in the course fee, 
and will be offered at a variety of times to enable all students to choose a session 

that fits their schedule.  

Current Class Listings  
Class Title  Beginning Date/Time  # of Class Sessions 

   Introduction to Training (Seminar)  Sept 9 (Thurs) 7:00 PM  1* -- See Note Below -- 

Puppy Class Sept 10 (Fri) 6:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Manners Class Sept 10 (Fri) 7:45 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

APDT Rally Sept 12 (Sun) 1:15 PM  6 

Outdoor Rally              -----   NEW  -----  Sept 12 (Sun) 2:30 PM  6 

Agility -- Level 1  Sept 13 (Mon) 6:30 PM  6 

Manners Class   Sept 13 (Mon) 7:45 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Rally -- Level 1  Sept 14 (Tues) 6:30 PM  6 

Beginners Class Sept 14 (Tues) 7:45  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Beginners Class    -----  DAYTIME Class -----  Sept 15 (Weds) 1:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

   Introduction to Training (Seminar)  Sept 15 (Weds) 7:00 PM  1* -- See Note Below -- 

IMPROV                     -----   NEW  -----  Sept 16 (Thurs) 6:30 PM  6 

Rally -- Level 2  Sept 16 (Thurs) 7:45 PM  6 

Beginners Class Sept 18 (Sat) 9:00 AM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

CGC/Therapy Dog Prep Sept 18 (Sat) 12:45 PM  5 

Rally -- Level 1  Oct 2 (Sat) 11:30 AM  6 

   Introduction to Training (Seminar)  Oct 6 (Weds) 7 PM 1* -- See Note Below -- 

Manners Class Oct 16 (Sat) 10:15 AM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

   Introduction to Training (Seminar)  Oct 16 (Sat) 2 PM 1* -- See Note Below -- 

Manners Class  Oct 22 (Fri) 6:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Rally -- Level 1  Oct 22 (Fri) 7:45 PM  6 

  Introduction to Training (Seminar)  Oct 24 (Sun) 4 PM 1* -- See Note Below -- 

Puppy Class Oct 25 (Mon) 6:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

CGC/Therapy Dog Prep Oct 25 (Mon) 7:45 PM  5 

Agility -- Level 1  Oct 26 (Tues) 6:30 PM  6 

Manners Class Oct 26 (Tues) 7:45 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Manners Class      -----  DAYTIME Class -----  Oct 27 (Weds) 1:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Beginners Class Oct 28 (Thurs) 6:30 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Tricks Class Oct 28 (Thurs) 7:45 PM  3 

Beginners Class Oct 31 (Sun) 1:15 PM  7* -- See Note Below -- 

Service Dog Class Oct 31 (Sun) 2:30 PM  6 

Come & Go Class Nov 6 (Sat) 12:45 PM  6 

5. TAB “A” in SLOT “B” — Similar to #5 at the NOVICE level.  Demonstrates the team’s ability 
to perform completely new behaviors, based on previous training.   

6. USEFUL BEHAVIOR — The dog should demonstrate a completely useful behavior, and the 
handler should be able to explain how they actually can use this behavior.  A small prop may 
be used.  This is the only exercise at this level for which the dog/handler can practice a behav-
ior before the competition.   

 
The (full) Rules and Regulations for IMPROV may be accessed at  
 

www.dogscouts.org/uploads/IMPROV_RULEBOOK_9-1-10_1_pdf  
 
We will be making presentations at Dog Scout Troop 171 meetings, and offering a full course to help 
you and your dog reach their maximum potential.  We hope to produce some Fun Matches, and 
eventually some Sanctioned Competitions in the new year.     

IMPROV ð continued from previous page 

Get Registered to compete in IMPROV 
 

The first step toward getting ready to par-
ticipate in IMPROV is to get a Competition 
Registration Number (CRN) from Dog 
Scouts of America.  That number will be 
used for tracking toward titles, and is valid 
for all DSA-sanctioned competitions.  You 
can be one of the first to register at  
 

www.dogscouts.org/uploads/IMPROV_CRN_FORM.pdf 


